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retary Lane. '"It la certainly .not pe
the 'public interest." thelre')orf'asayT,

our coal deposits- - "'sljiaH ?e
opened rapidly and ruthleislyTl can
not feel, however, that we should sac-
rifice any present need for fuel or
willingly surrender ourselves to
mand for exorbitant prjees. because of

;a fear that some day the coal-suppl- y

may be exhausted. Already there has
' been developed a substitute for coal

in the flowing stream. The turbine
converts melted snow into' heat and
light, which can be 'distributed over
u constantly widening arfca.7 p think
we have arrived 'at that point' In
scientific achievement which justifies

.the belief that the wheels of industry
I will not cease, nor our houses un- -

lighted or unheated, so long as dams
may be built upon ,our streams. Wn- -

tcr will be. Indeed already is, Uio
greatest conservator of coal. We must
btsek to make use of our coal, the full- -

j est use that society requires. This
principle sevuis a iruism. uui nere
lies the difficulty. We wish cheap coal
and at the sane time a minimum of
waste. We wish society to take tii'5
lion's share of the profit and" yield
no more to the operator than will
make hfs work sufficiently attractive
to keep him at It, In short, we desire
competition without waste, a frank
impossibility,

Flmilar suggestions are offered as to
the development of petroleum, phbs- -'

pliate and potash. Secretary Lane's
idea Is that such deposits' ought to be
developed under thfe leasing system,
as in tha case of coal, the Govern-
ment reserving necessary supplles.

As to oil he says: '"Wo should, I e,

stimuiato thd searcli.for oil aul'
protect ther prospector. I feci that t we
are not sufficiently rewarding the.jj'.p--j
ieqr. plan Could readily bo'evoived'
by which anyone wishing to prospect
for oil on the public land could o"t

tain a license from the Government-exclusivel- y

to prospect' tract
of land for period of tinieperliips'

years and in the event' that oil
is found in commercial quantities the
Government should be paid a royalty
fixed in advance.

"The United States will need oil foe,
Us iiavy as well as coal, probably
In. Increasing quantities as the ,moj'-er-a

or gas burning lehn
are recognized. It would

nomlcal to substitute oil fo fcffaj
many reasons; to rwl'uce ."la'bjir eo'it,
to avoid the buildings, 'ana mainte-
nance of colliers, arid the purchase
and support of coaling stations. Eng-

land's adventure In tiiis direction will
presumably force other nations into
like enterprise, and yet England has
no oil fields on which to draw, while
we have already the largest produc-
ing oil field in the world, and others
are appearing. Under these conditions
it would seem of the highest expedi-
ency that the Government make such
offers as will induce the proving- of
our' lands,' and of these proved lands
retain sufficient to make our ships in-

dependent ot the world and as fully
competent as their rivals."

Secretary Lane expresses frankly
with the operation

ot the homestead law as to the tiiabar
lands. He says the "homesteader,"
after getting patent to the land,
promptly sells it for ?1Q,0Q0 or S20.--

OOOto some lumber company, without
making an effort to comply the

of the law. Thus,' the Cuvern- -

ment "loses the timber and the land
and does not gain a real home maker.
Sucli homesteaders add nothing to
the wealth of the nation. The law

Ir. the 16 years ot ,lolllli them. In as frauds.

most
There a remedy for this condition
ot things, and lies in the selling of
the land and the timber separately.",.

Much attention is dovoted in Uie
report to consideration of the
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Secretary Lane says:
"The West can uso profitably and

wlselv $109,000,000 in the-- next '!0
years to tlie advanlago of the whole
country. 11 the Government will place
upon a leasing oasis uiese western,
lesources with which wo have been
dealing. It can have an ipcreased fund
for the continuance cf this' work and
an increased assurance of the return
of its advarfcos."
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prietors of moving picture theaters
Oregon gathered in this

city today for a two days
the chief purpose of which Is to per-

fect a State for tlie
of their mutual A
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Danqueu 10 which uuiciuut mim ojiu
other notables have been Invited.

ST. LOUIS, Mo.. Dec. 23. In the
IlDltcd SUtes Circuit Court .today
Judge Walter H. Sanborn heard. argu-

ments on the petition filed by William
Miles and other stockholders of the
St Ixmis and Francisco Railroad,
asking leave to bring a suit for resti-

tution against present and former" iil- -

..n..n t wn,.M i rectors of the railroad. The petition- -
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